
 

 

 

Regular Minutes of the 
Ashland City Planning Commission 

December 6, 2010 
 
The Ashland City Planning Commission met in Special Called meeting on December 6, 
2010 at 5:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
Acting Chairman Chris LaCrosse called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioners present: Yvonne Stinnett, Ed Nichols, Hadley Williams, Dwayne Noe, 
Chris LaCrosse,  
 
Commissioners Absent: Gary Norwood, Joe Macha 
 
Others Present: Michael W. Armstrong, Franklin Wilkinson, A. M. Armstrong, Sharon 
Caton, Stephen Carr, Dan Morris, Albert Powell, Vickie Murray, Krista Highers, Michael 
Highers 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Williams and 2nd by Noe to approve the minutes from the 
Planning Commission meeting on November 1, 2010 as written. The motion to approve 
the minutes passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Forum:  
Dan Morris approached the Commission with an update on the Walgreen’s project. He 
presented a choice of patterns for the poured concrete retaining wall and a choice of 
colors of stain for the wall. A motion was made by Noe and 2nd by Nichols to approve the 
poured wall pattern 16986 Georgetown Ashlar, and to approve the sandstone color, 
Yosemite Sand for the stain color. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Caton addressed the Commission and requested to discuss the excavation of sale of 
topsoil to the first item on the agenda. The Commission agreed to proceed. 
 
New Business:  
Discussion of excavation and sale of topsoil. 
Caton stated that map 65, parcel 28.00 is owned by Albert Powell. It is located in the AE 
Floodway and adjacent to the Cumberland River. He would like to extract and sell top 
soil for the purpose of creating three ponds. Ultimately he would like to stock it and have 
a recreational fishing area. The use is not currently permitted in the Zoning book. He is 
here to have a general discussion with the Planning Commission to see how the idea is 
received as the Zoning would have to be amended to accommodate this particular use. 
This project would require an MT2, engineering report, TDEC compliance, Corp of 
Engineers compliance, and City requirements as applicable for this type of activity. 
Albert Powell approached the Commission and stated he owns three parcels in the 
Industrial Park and is trying to think of a way he can utilize the properties. One idea was 



 

 

 

for fishing ponds. He stated he is planning to stock the ponds with catfish, hybrid brim, 
and maybe bass. After further discussion the Commission decided that it would favor the 
idea of a commercial fishery and will look forward to a formal review of the proposal. 
 
Old Business: None 
Plat Amendment - Map 49 O, Group A, Parcels 1.04 & 1.05 –Michael Highers 
Caton stated that the Commission has reviewed the plat but it was never formally 
approved. Caton stated the plat meets all the requirements of the of the Subdivision 
Regulations for the Town of Ashland City. After further discussion a motion to approve 
the subdivision was made by Noe and 2nd by Nichols. The motion passed by roll call 
vote. Yvonne Stinnett - yes, Ed Nichols - yes, Hadley Williams - yes, Dwayne Noe - yes, 
Chris LaCrosse - yes  
 
Site Plan Revision – Map 49 O, Group A, Parcels 1.04 & 1.05 – Mini Storage - 
Michael Highers 
Caton addressed the Commission and stated that the first major distinction is the 
reduction in the number of buildings. There is an expansion of open space in the area of 
the creek. This site plan also shows a small change in the detention pond drainage area. 
This revision was a result of TDEC requirements. After further discussion a motion was 
made by Noe and 2nd by Stinnett to approve the revised site plan. The motion passed by 
roll call vote. Yvonne Stinnett - yes, Ed Nichols - yes, Hadley Williams - yes, Dwayne 
Noe - yes, Chris LaCrosse - yes 
 
Recommendation to Board of Zoning Appeals - Auction and Consignment Sales as a 
Special Exception in a C-1 Zoning. Stephen Carr – 208 North Main St.  
Caton stated that comments to the applicant were sent on November 18, 2010. Required 
updates to the site plan drawing and parking agreements were not provided to staff and 
the Planning Dept. The applicant has brought documentation to the meeting. Caton stated 
it is not staff policy to review a site plan for the first time in a meeting. Caton asked the 
Commission for a recommendation on how to proceed. After further discussion, Caton 
suggested designating a Planning Commission member to attend the scheduled Board of 
Zoning Appeals meeting on December 13, 2010 to represent the recommendations of the 
Planning Commission regarding the use and site. The staff comments will be forwarded 
to the designee for the BOZA Meeting. A motion was made by Williams and 2nd by 
Stinnett to designate Ed Nichols as the primary representative, and Dwayne Noe as the 
secondary representative to attend the 12-13-2010 BOZA meeting and represent the staff 
comments and recommendations to the Board of Zoning Appeals. The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. After further discussion, a motion was made by Noe and 2nd by  
Stinnett  to recommend to the Board of Zoning Appeals, for the use of auction and 
consignment sales at 208 North Main St., six parking spaces on site, written and signed 
parking agreements with adjacent property owners for the use of a minimum of 54 
additional parking spaces, no outside storage, any outside auction events will be duly 
permitted with an event permit from the Town of Ashland City, auction events on Fridays 
will start no sooner that 5:00PM, and presentation of a site / sketch layout of the site 
including a letter of intent for improvements of the property. The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 



 

 

 

 
Amend Ordinance 273 Design Review Manual 
Caton stated she is still working on the definition section of the revisions for the Design 
Review Manual and requested a motion to defer. A motion to defer these amendments to 
a future meeting until completed was made by Noe and 2nd by Stinett. The motion passed 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Other: 
Mike Highers addressed the Commission and stated he would like to review and confirm 
with the Commission the choice of colors he had for his mini-storage buildings. Working 
with the Design Review manual by trying to make the new buildings compatible with 
existing buildings and choosing earth tone colors, he selected ash gray for the buildings, 
charcoal for the trim and gutters and red for the doors. A motion was made by Noe and 
2nd by Stinnett to approve the colors as presented. The motion passed by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Caton stated there are two new projects for Trinity Marine in the works. One is a crane 
platform and the other is a drainage structure. 
 
An engineer, Bill Edwards, who represent the Harrison property has contacted our office 
regarding the easement to the property behind the VantagePoint Homes subdivision. I 
suggested he attend a Planning Commission meeting with his concerns.  
 
Caton stated a HUD Grant will be available next year for rural areas and will be out in 
February of next year. It will require amending the Land Use Plan to include the build out 
for recreational facilities.  
 
Adjournment: 
A motion to adjourn was made by Williams and 2nd by Stinnett. The meeting adjourned at 
8:47 PM. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Vice Chairman Chris LaCrosse 


