
 

 

 

Regular Minutes of the 
Ashland City Planning Commission 

December 1, 2014 
 

The Ashland City Planning Commission met in regular session on December 1, 2014 at 
5:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building. 
 
Chairman Chris LaCrosse called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioners present: Yvonne Stinnett, Hadley Williams, Gary Norwood, Melody 
Sleeper, Mayor Johnson, Chris LaCrosse 
 
Commissioners Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Michael W. Armstrong, Franklin Wilkinson, Rachael Ivie, Victor 
Richardson 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Mayor Johnson and 2nd by Williams to approve the minutes from 
November 3, 2014 with noted typographical corrections. The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
Public Forum: None 
 
New Business:  
 

A. Rezone from C-2 Highway Service District to R-1 Low Residential District. 
Map 62. Parcel 45, Highway 12 South. Victor Richardson 

Rachel Ivie addressed the Commission and stated that this property is the same property 
that was rezoned from R-1 to C-2 in September of 2013. The potential new owner would 
like to use the existing single family dwelling as a residence and use the building on the 
adjacent lot as a work shop. Therefore, the request is to rezone the lot with the house on it 
back to R-1. The Surrounding land use is residential and vacant commercial. The existing 
zoning is C-2 (Highway Service). The Surrounding zoning is R-1 (Low Density 
Residential) and C-2 (Highway Service). The Property was rezoned from R-1 to C-2 
along with vacant garage on the adjacent property (Parcel 44) in 2013. Water and sewer 
service are available to the subject property. Total size of the subject property is 
approximately 29,000 square feet. The R-1 (Low Density Residential) zoning district has 
a minimum lot size requirement of 15,000 square feet. Permitted uses are listed in Section 
5.051.1 of the Zoning Ordinances and only those uses listed are permitted, such as single 
family detached dwellings. In Section 7.090 of the Zoning Ordinance, there are criteria 
for reviewing zoning amendments and zoning amendments must be in relation to the plan 
and general welfare of the community.  The Planning Commission in its review and 
recommendation to the Mayor and City Council shall make specific findings with regard 
to the following grounds for an amendment and shall include the same in the official 
record as follows: The amendment is in agreement with the general plan for the area. It 



 

 

 

has been determined that the legal purposes for which zoning exists are not contravened. 
It has been determined that there will not be adverse effect upon adjoining property 
owners unless such adverse effect can be justified by the overwhelming public good or 
welfare. It has been determined that no one property owner or small group of property 
owners will benefit materially from the change to the detriment of the general public. 
Chairman LaCrosse called for a motion to approve. A motion to rezone 1820 Highway 12 
South from C-2 to R-1 was made by Mayor Johnson and 2nd by Gary Norwood. 
Chairman LaCrosse declared the floor open for discussion. Victor Richardson addressed 
the Commission and explained some of his history and relationships to Cheatham County 
and Ashland City. Mr. Richardson explained that he is seeking to relocate his business to 
Ashland City. He does cerakote coatings on guns, primarily for Uselton Arms, Barrett 
Arms and others in the area. The license that he works under requires the workshop to be 
located on a commercially zoned property. His work does not solicit retail work from the 
general public. Nothing in the process that he uses generates any hazardous waste. Mr. 
Richardson stated he will make improvements to the building and area and may add some 
landscaping. There is an existing concrete slab in front of the building for parking. After 
further discussion Chairman Lacrosse declared there is a motion and a 2nd on the floor 
and called for a vote to rezone the property from C-2 to R-1.The motion passed by roll 
call vote. Yvonne Stinnett - yes, Hadley Williams - yes, Gary Norwood - yes, Melody 
Sleeper - yes, Mayor Johnson - yes, Chris LaCrosse – yes. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
Other: Gary Norwood requested a follow up on the Charter Communications site. 
Wilkinson stated that he has had several conversations with Charter personnel and the 
comment was made by one Charter employee that there are no plans to finish the site. 
Wilkinson will contact Charter’s local government representative and try to resolve the 
issue. Wilkinson will report back to the Planning Commission at the next meeting. 
 
Gary Norwood addressed the Commission and stated that per a conversation with Ron 
Wilkinson, a majority of the calls he gets regarding the assisted living center are 
inquiring about the independent living facilities. Based on the inquiries, it appears that 
the independent living cottages may not be adequate to house the number of interested 
parties for independent living. He would like the Commission to consider the possibility 
of building another multi-family building on the property to accommodate the requests 
for independent living facilities. After further discussion the Commission acknowledged 
that this concept does not meet the general vision for future development in the City. The 
Commission would consider the needs of the community and the possibility of additional 
multi-family but would prefer to see condominiums developed with ownership as 
opposed to just apartments for rent.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Williams and 2nd by Norwood. The meeting adjourned 
at 6:24 PM. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Chairman Chris LaCrosse 


